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advised Russia to warn Vienna that "Russia would not
endure any infringement by Austria of the integrity and
independence of Serbia/'" On the evening of July 23 a
Counsellor of the Italian Embassy definitely informed
Prince Trubetzkoi that "Austria-Hungary would today
present to Serbia a quite unacceptable ultimatum." 10°
THE FINAL DRAFTING OF THE "ULTIMATUM
The precise terms of the ultimatum, or "Note with a
time-limit" (befcistete Demarche*) as it was euphemistically
called,101 were laid before a second secret Ministerial Coun-
cil on Sunday, July 19. To make secrecy doubly sure, the
meeting was held at 10 A.M. at Berchtold's private resi-
dence, instead of at the Foreign Office, and those who at- •
tended it came in ordinary autos instead of in their own
official "unnumbered" cars. Tisza's renewed trip to Vienna
was "explained" as being due to his need of getting further
information—an explanation which was plausible enough
since the Hungarian Diet was still in session and thirsting
for news. Conrad made a brief flying trip back to the capi-
tal, which was given out as being caused by the illness of his
son,102
Before the Joint Ministerial Council was called to order
for business by the presiding officer [Berchtold], an informal
discussion took place as to wording of the Note to be sent
to Serbia, and its definitive text was fixed. The presiding
officer then opened the Council, and requested approval for
the presentation of the Note to the Serbian Government
about 5 P.M. on Thursday, July 23, so that after the ex-
piration of the 48-hour time-limit at 5 P.M, on Saturday,
July 25, the mobilization orders could be sent out in the
night between Saturday and Sunday. According to the
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